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Dear Families, 
   Last week, your child brought home his/her first Jolly Phonics handwriting packet.  Jolly Phonics helps us to practice our letters and sounds.  In addition to our Jolly Phonics program, we also learn special words called high frequency words.  In our classrooms, we have a large word wall that lists these words. We refer to the word wall when we are trying to correctly spell these special words. High frequency words (or word wall words) are the most commonly used words in the printed English language. Many of the high frequency words that the children will learn cannot be decoded based on any phonetic strategies or by using picture clues, but rather depend on memorization. When these words are memorized to sight, less time and energy is spent trying to decode these words and more attention is given to comprehending the content. Each week, new words are added to the word wall.  By the end of the year there will be over 100 words on the word wall that your child can read and spell!  Every month, we will give you an updated printed version of our classroom word wall.  On the back of this sheet you will find a list with the high frequency words that will be appear on the word wall by the end of October.  Please keep these word walls in a safe place and review the words regularly.
     We practice our word wall words daily through poems, songs and center time activities.  We have also learned chants to remember several of our special words.  Ask your child to recite some of these to you.  Additionally, your child will be coming home with printable books that contain many of our word wall words highlighted.  These are predictable books (books with repetitive text) that will help to build confidence, reinforce left to right and word by word tracking, teach picture clue strategies and practice sight word recognition.  Also, at the beginning of each trimester, we will post a link in our newsletter that contains a PowerPoint presentation containing all the words and we will also give you an attachment with the words that can be printed to use as flashcards.  Listed below are additional activities to help reinforce our kindergarten sight words. Practice in short (10 minutes or so) ‘sessions’ and be sure not to just focus on troublesome words, but also include words your child knows. We want your child to feel SUCCESSFUL!
· Use magnetic letters (cookie sheets can be used as a magnetic surface)

· Highlight the words in newspapers or magazines

· Look for the words in books and ask your child to point them out 

· Write notes to your child using these words—lunch notes are a great idea!

· Play sight word memory/bingo

· Use shaving cream or salt to trace the words with one finger (on a cookie sheet or table)

· Rainbow words-write words three times with three different colors http://www.writingwizard.longcountdown.com/multi-word_handwriting_worksheet_maker.html
· Use chalk to write words on the sidewalk
· Write the words on a magnadoodle or iPad
· Flash the words using POWERPOINT (we will send to you)
· Create flashcards and review regularly. Flash cards are available to print on our class page
Mrs. Mahr
